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MEMPHIS MAYORAL SPECIAL ELECTION DEBATE

Action News 5, in partnership with The Main Street Journal, The League of Women Voters, and Opera Memphis will host a 90 minute Mayoral Debate for candidates in the October 15th special election for Memphis Mayor.  The debate will take place Thursday, August 27th at 7pm. This invitation-only event will give voters a chance to hear from each candidate before they vote in the October special election. The debate will be shown LIVE on WMC TV 5 and streamed on wmctv.com.   Action News 5’s Joe Birch and Ursula Madden will moderate the debate.  Jonathan Lindberg, publisher of the Main Street Journal; Jackson Baker, senior writer for the Memphis Flyer; and Wendi C. Thomas, columnist for the Commercial Appeal will serve as panelists.

Candidates interested in debating were asked to accept our invitation by Thursday, August 20th.  Candidates who made our deadline and file with the Shelby County Election Commission by August 27th will be allowed to debate.  Candidates must also demonstrate evidence of a campaign (“Evidence of a Campaign” is defined as follows: the candidate has made a public announcement of his or her intention to run; the candidate has campaign headquarters; and the candidate has made public campaign appearances.)

Media interested in covering Thursday night’s debate will be allowed inside a “media room” at Opera Memphis.  Opera Memphis is located at 6745 Wolf River Parkway.  If you plan to bring a LIVE truck, please park along Kirby Parkway.  Enter Opera Memphis using the entrance beside the fountain.   Once inside, you will be directed to the “media room”.   We will provide a live feed to watch the debate.  Photographers will be able to plug into the mult-box to record.  After the debate is over, reporters will be allowed to gather interviews with candidates in the Opera Memphis lobby or just outside the building.  
The debate background will NOT include Action News 5 logos.  However, we do require you courtesy WMC TV if you run clips or quotes from the debate.

Brad Seessel will be on hand to assist you.  Please feel free to contact him with questions or concerns.  
