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        SHELBY COUNTY GOVERNMENT


SHELBY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

160 North Main #450

Memphis, TN 38103

545-4301

545-4283 fax

____________________________________________________________________________________________
TO:


 Brian Kuhn, County Attorney
FROM:

Mike Ritz, Commissioner
DATE:


 June 17, 2009
SUBJECT:

 TAX RATE and CERTIFIED TAX RATE

______________________________________________________________________

Upon receipt of your June 10, 2009 letter to Commissioner Joe Ford, and a further review of my attached analysis and  Mr. Swift’s comments made at Budget Committee on June 10, 2009, I make the following request –


Why would any Shelby County tax rate over $3.92/$3.96 for Memphis and outside Memphis be requested by the County and be approved by the State?


One can make a collection argument about my analysis.  My analysis assumed 100% collection.  While the county does not collect 100% of its taxes in the first year the taxes are due, we collect eventually 99.5%+.  And every year we collect some prior year's taxes to make up for current year's taxes not paid timely. My analysis can be adjusted for current FY2009 and proposed FY2010 collections to 99% or 97% or 95%, the relative difference in rates will barely change the analysis.

The Mike Swift comments made at the June 10, 2009 budget committee make little common sense.  The FY2010 reappraisal and annual changes in appraisals for new buildings  take care of the growth in revenues.  I think Mr. Swift was really covering the administration's need and desire for more money.


I would like a copy of all materials (written, email, etc.) between the State and Shelby County since January 1, 2009 regarding the subject of setting a certified tax rate for FY2010.
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